
  

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

September 9, 2018 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He has done all things well. 
He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm;    Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;      Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M ~ 10am - 3pm             Wed ~ 10am - 3pm  & 4pm - 7pm          Fr ~  10am - 12pm 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

9/10:  1 Cor 5:1‐8    Ps 5:5‐7, 12 

  Lk 6:6‐11   

9/11:  1 Cor 6:1‐11    Ps 149:1‐6, 9 

  Lk 6:12‐19 

9/12:  1 Cor 7:25‐31    Ps 45:11‐12, 14‐17 

  Lk 6:20‐26 

9/13:  1 Cor 8:1‐7, 11‐13  Ps 139:1‐3, 13‐14, 23‐24 

  Lk 6:27‐28 

9/14:  Nm 21:4‐9    Ps 78:1‐2, 34‐38 

  Phil  2:6‐11    Jn 3:13‐17 

9/15:  1 Cor 10:14‐22    Ps 116:12‐13, 17‐18 

  Jn 19:25‐27 

9/16:  Is 50:5‐9    Ps 116:1‐6, 8‐9 

  Jas 2:14‐18    Mk 8:27‐35 

Saturday, September 8, 2018 
5:00pm Maura Breheny 
 Lucille Mango 
 Dean Foster 
 Ann Elia 
 Christine Fischer 
 Pietro Sgroi 
Sunday, September 9, 2018 
7:30am Manuel Esteves (7th Anniversary) 
9:00am Tom Clark 
11:00am Doris Faithfull 
Monday, September 10, 2018 
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 
8:30am Daniel Carey 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 
8:30am Joseph Jacob Parathodathil 
Friday, September 14, 2018 
8:30am Donald P. Tierney, Sr. 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 
5:00pm Antoinette & Louis Coppolecchia 
 Dean Foster 
 Martha Bartone 
 Mary Ambrose 
 Maria Beslanovics 
 Frank Mascia 
 Ita Cinquemani 
Sunday, September 16, 2018 
7:30am Thomas Clark 
9:00am William Buckley 
11:00am Matteo, Caravana & Confessore Families 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
Eva D’Amato, Nina Caravana,  Martha Lee, Winnie 
Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Rose 
Masucci, Baby Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Ken Terry, 
Brian Podlesny,  Roger Chin-Sang, Sasha  Medile, Nef 
Nieves, Joanne Clarke, Michelle Clark, Martha Benvenuto,  
Frank Cayea, Dorothy Birdsall, Michael Dolan , Hilda 
Gonzalez, John Bennett, Baby Madison Angamarca, JoAnn 
Brandi, Joan Zerafa, Deidre Edwards, Ed Rafferty,  Vin-
nie Callanan, Olivia Bazirgan,  Alice Micali, Baby Isabella 
Steo, Diane Garvey, Jerry Noschese, William Lyon, Nello 
Liberatore, John Phelan, James Dunn, Elizabeth Brechter, 
Anne Ripi, Brian Mullins, Baby Emma Connolly, Des-
mond McDay, Jack Frey, William Arens, Betty DeFrancis, 
John Katsiafas, Vivian Bollmann, Lois Eckert, Eileen 
Cavalcante,  

We Pray 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no  

need to wait until a person is at the  

point of death to receive the Sacrament. 

A careful judgment about the serious  

nature of the illness is sufficient. 
 

The Sacrament of the Anointing is celebrated 

at St. Sylvester on the second Friday of the 

month immediately following the 8:30am 

Mass in the Worship Room of the Parish    

Center.  The next Anointing is this  Friday,      

September 14th. 

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 
James J. Grieco, Natalie F. Graziano,  

Shea Rosemarie Pugliese, Walter J. A. Touhey, Jr. 

The  Knights of Columbus will be hosting their 
annual  9-11 Memorial Service on September 11 at 
the Medford Train Station.  Meeting at 5pm.,  
ceremony begins at 6pm.  Please join us in prayer. 

 Holy Hour 
Time spent with our  

Beloved Savior in Adoration  

can become the most profound, meaningful, 

joyful, peaceful and healing experience we 

could ever encounter. 

  Please join us this Friday, September 14th  from  

8pm—9pm in the Worship Room. 

“I Am With You Always” 



We Pray 

A Prayer for Grandparents 
  

Loving God, you have given us the wondrous gift of grandmothers and grandfathers.  
  

Your gracious love is reflected in their love and care for us.  
  

We thank you, Lord, for the surprises grandmas bring,  
 and for the mending they do.  
  

We thank you, Lord, for the toys that grandpas fix  
 and the stories they read to us.  
  

We thank you, Lord, for the ways that our grandparents spoil us,  
 for the celebrations they never forget,  
 and for all the cuddles they give.  
  

We thank you for giving us grandparents to share their wisdom,  
 to listen to us, to be there loving us.  
  

We thank you, Lord.   Amen. 

 

9-11 Prayer 

Loving God of Peace: 

On this anniversary of unbelievable sorrow,  

comfort those who mourn, and guide our hearts toward healing and hope.  

Remind us of the love of Christ, love which leapt over cultural and ethnic boundaries  

to feed the hungry, seek the lost and care for the least.  

Make of Your children, one human family,  

bound together in the work of justice and peacemaking.  

Make us one with the Light that shines in the darkness  

and illumines a path toward understanding and reconciliation.  

Let love be our genuine call.     Amen.                                                         Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Lewis 

 
 



If you are a boy or girl in Fourth Grade or older and if you are 

interested in helping at Mass,  consider becoming an  Altar 

Server.   Altar Servers serve one or two times a month, at the 

Mass your family usually attends.  Altar Servers serve in pairs 

or sometimes three at a Mass.  Duties of an Altar Server include 

carrying the Cross in the opening and closing Processions and 

leading the gifts to the Altar, holding the book for the Priest,  

assisting with Communion and other items that may come up 

seasonally.  You will receive training.   If you are interested in 

joining this Ministry, please call the Parish  Office at  

631‐475‐4506 ext. 118 and leave your name and phone  number 

and you will be contacted. 

Altar Servers  

Faith Formation 
Registration Information 2018/2019 

  

All children need to be registered each year.  
Please note that classes are filled on a first come, first served basis. 

  

  
PLEASE CALL THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE AT 475-4506 EXT 118 

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
  

Please note:  A baptismal certificate is required for all first time registrations,  so please be sure to 
bring it with you when you come to register.  We will be unable to process your registration without 

this required certificate.  Thank You!  

We have a few opportunities available for those who would like  
to share their gift of faith with the young people of the parish for 2017/2018: 

  

Level 3:  Mondays @ 5:45pm 

Level 3: Tuesdays @ 4:30pm 

 If you are interested in becoming a member of the Faith Formation Ministry as a teacher/

catechist, please call 475‐4506 ext 118 for more information. 

 

New Catechists . . . Please Save the Date! 
  

There will be a meeting for new catechists on Thursday, September 20th at 7:30pm in the  

Worship Room. 



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Faith Direct 
 

 It’s Easy   

It’s Safe   

It’s the Way to Give! 
  

To learn about or enroll in this  

automated giving program, just log onto 

www.faithdirect.net 

and use our Church code NY285. 
 

Sign‐up forms are available in the Parish Office. 

Stewardship 
Gifts of Treasure 

September 2nd, 2018 
 

Regular ~ $9,277           

Renovation ~ $460            Solar ~ $182  

 Reflection 
 

The good steward must not show favoritism.  

The rich may have many material gifts to share, 

but St. James reminds us in the second reading 

that God has chosen the world’s poor to be rich 

in faith and inheritors of God’s kingdom. 
 

Living Stewardship 
 

We are grateful for all stewards who show 

Christ’s compassion and mercy by supporting 

our outreach efforts through Clare House and 

ministering in homeless shelters and soup 

kitchens throughout our larger community. 

Ministry of Consolation  

Seeks Companions 
 

Have you been blessed with the gift of 

compassion?  Do you feel comfortable 

being with those who are grieving and 

feel called to assist them in some way?   

If so, you might want to consider  

becoming a Companion for our Lazarus 

Ministry of Consolation. 
 
Our Companions meet with the families 

of the newly deceased here in the parish 

center and assist them with the details of 

planning the Funeral Mass, such as  

selecting the readings and music,  

determining who will read the readings, 

bring up the gifts, etc.  The companion is 

present at the wake and funeral as a  

support to the grieving and serves as a 

liaison  between the family, the funeral 

home and the church. 
 
If you feel called to share your faith and 

compassion in this way, please contact 

Lori Zito at Lzito@stsylvesterli.org or 

631‐475‐4506, ext. 115. 

“ Sometimes we need to get back to the basics when we talk about steward-
ship.  We need to realize that stewardship is not rocket science, but rather is 
something simple we all can grasp and understand.  God will want to know 
how we took care of others’ needs, and that’s really what the stewardship 
way of life does.  It provides us with the opportunity to care for another 
one’s needs, just as Jesus has asked us to do.”                
 

Msgr. Thomas McGread ~   Diocese of Wichita 



The Week Ahead 
Sunday, September 9, 2018 

Monday ~ September 10, 2018 

Drawing Class ~ 10am ~ PDH 

Carmelite Council Meeting ~ 7pm~Clare House 

Baptism Class ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Tuesday ~ September 11, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

VIRTUS ~ 7pm ~ East Wing 

Wednesday September 12, 2018 

RCIA Inquiry ~ 7pm ~ EW 

Stewardship Meeting ~ 7pm ~ Room 1 

Thursday ~ September 13, 2018 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

Friday ~ September 14, 2018 

Senior Circle of Friends ~ 12:30pm ~ PDH 

Compassionate Friends ~ 7:30pm ~ PDH 

Holy Hour ~ 8pm ~ Worship Room 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

Parish Life 

VIRTUS ~ Protecting God’s Children 
  

All who serve as volunteers/ministers are required to attend in order to begin   

serving in a parish in the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 
  

The goals of the session are to help adults understand: 
♦ The signs of sexual abuse. 
♦  The methods and means by which  offenders commit abuse. 

♦   The five‐empowerment steps one can use to prevent abuse. 
  

For your convenience, we will be holding a VIRTUS Session on 
  

Tuesday, September 11th at 7pm in the East Wing 
  

  Please  register at:  www.virtusonline.org. 
Hit ‘Registration’ tab on left and then ‘Begin Registration Process’ and  for ‘select your 

organization’ choose Rockville Centre, NY (Diocese) 
  

If you do not have access to the internet, please call the Parish Office at 475‐4506  

so that we can register you online. 

  
  

  

The Senior  Circle of  

Friends meet on the 

2nd and 4th Fridays 

of the month.  Their 

next meeting is  

September 14th at 12:30pm in PDH.  Come join 

us for fun and games.  Bring a friend and meet 

some new ones! 

Parish Center Hours 
Beginning this week! 

  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday   
9:00AM-12:00PM & 1:00PM - 8:30PM  

 

Thursday & Friday  
9:00AM-12:00PM & 1:00PM-5:00PM  

 

Sunday  
9:30AM-12:30PM 



Parish Life 

 Let us welcome the newly baptized  into our  
community of Faith  during the Month of August 2018 

Kaya Rose Cheung 
Kyra Rainn Cheung 

Dominic Jacob Davies 
Brendan Raphael D’Souza 
Liliana Jaymes Hedtrich 

Dean Vincent Langert 
 

James Joseph Lomuto 
Colin Matthew Maresco 

Christopher Michael Mirabella 
Sienna Jane Reidy 

Averie  Jaimes Saieh 

 

St. Sylvester Parish Center 

  

Saturday, September 29th 

 3:00pm—4:30pm 

  

Learn from the experts how to identify and prevent 
Financial Scams          Fraud           Elder Abuse 

  
Presenters: 
John Ryan ~ from Ryan & Janowsky Financial Strategies Group 
  

Steven Kramer ~ Elder Law Attorney 
  

Arlene Markarian ~ Nassau County D.A. Office, Elder Law Abuse 
  
Please RSVP: 631-475-4506, ext. 115  OR  www.stsylvesterli.org 






